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important personage in a peasant home.6 W. S. Anderson argues that the few fragments of the Hecale which survive do not permit us to assert categorically that Ovid 'borrowed directly from Callimachus' account'.' Hollis's commentary, however, lists the verbal and thematic borrowings from the Hecale and establishes that they are genuine,8 though it is worth pointing out that the debts to Callimachus' poem are found in the section in which Ovid describes the preparation and serving of the meal (Met. 8.637-78), that is to say in less than half of the Philemon-Baucis as a whole (Met. 8.611-724). The extent of Ovid's debt to Callimachus is therefore exaggerated by Due who describes the Philemon-Baucis as Ovid's 'imitation of Callimachus' Hecale'.9 It is only that in part. Callimachus' story about Hecale and her hospitality to Theseus on his way to destroy the bull of Marathon was not a theoxeny nor a theodicy as the Philemon-Baucis essentially is. Nor was the Hecale related in any way to stories about the punishment of human wickedness by flood and the saving of a pious couple. The Philemon-Baucis belongs to the tradition of flood stories whose prime Greek example is the tale of Deucalion and Pyrrha.o0
The major religious aspects of the Philemon-Baucis -theodicy, flood story, tree cult -owe nothing to Callimachus' Hecale.
When Philemon and Baucis discover that their two guests are gods, they attempt to sacrifice their only goose in their honour, but the gods forbid the sacrifice (Met. 8.684-8). This short episode, appended to the description of the meal with its echoes of the Hecale, shows indebtedness to another Callimachean poem, the Aitia. The motif of a simple peasant meal for a distinguished guest was also present in the Aitia where Molorchus entertained Heracles in his cabin before the hero set out to kill the Nemean lion." Heracles refused to allow Molorchus to sacrifice his only ram in his honour. 12 In the Molorchus episode, as in the Philemon-Baucis, a simple peasant meal is followed by an attempt at a sacrifice which the distinguished guest(s) forbid(s). Philemon's and Baucis' attempt to sacrifice their only goose had, it seems, a Callimachean parallel and precedent. 13 Anderson claims that there is no convincing evidence that Ovid borrowed directly from Callimachus' Hecale in the Philemon Some of the common elements in the Genesis 18 and the PhilemonBaucis theoxenies (e.g. the foot-washing motif, the meal topos, the granting of a boon) feature in most theoxenies, but the five parallels noted above are distinctive and seem to show that the PhilemonBaucis has at some stage assimilated material from Gen. 18 
